
Navigation Center draws 
unwanted crowd 
Rules about congregating in the vicinity lack teeth


The group hanging out near the River District Navigation Center includes 
familiar faces. Photo by Brian Harvey


Brian Harvey and his neighbors at The Yards, a HomeForward 
apartment building along Northwest Naito Parkway, have formed 
a tenants union to prod management to do a better job of 
keeping the area safe and livable.


That struggle has been complicated by mismanagement of the 
place next door, the River District Navigation Center, where about 
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90 residents receive support and assistance to move toward 
more permanent housing.


Transition Projects Inc., which manages the center under a 
contract with Multnomah County, sometimes excludes residents 
for violation of rules, rules that include not congregating outside 
the facility.


Harvey said groups hang out at the base of the stairs to the 
Broadway Bridge, often blocking passage.


“That’s been going on for months” he said. “It causes a lot of 
problems, a lot of intimidation. Every pedestrian I see walks off 
the sidewalk, down to the street. I avoid this area.


“These people really feel like they own this area, and they’re there 
every day, so it’s an effective no-go zone.  In some instances, 
Harvey said, the problem has gone to extremes, such as armed 



threats of violence against neighbors.

Stairs to Broadway Bridge are often blocked.

He has asked center staff to intervene, without success.


“Part of the problem with addressing this is that Transition 
Projects will claim that HIPAA prohibits them from identifying 
anybody as being a participant as the shelter. They’re saying 
HIPAA says we can’t actually confirm [anyone’s identity].”


The NW Examiner asked TPI if that guidance is given to center 
staff, but has not received a reply.


We asked Thomas Dodson, a retired local psychiatrist, if this 
interpretation of the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act could be correct.




“Typically, health care providers would not release information 
they had about the identify of patients to the police,” Dodson 
wrote. “There is no HIPAA regulation that stops them from calling 
the police when there are troublemakers outside their facility. … 
Like any person, they should do so.”


Glen Ujifusa, a Multnomah County deputy district attorney, 
attended the Pearl District Neighborhood Association meeting at 
which the concerns above were discussed.


“I am in direct contact with the mayor’s office regarding shelters,” 
Ujifusa said, “and if you would like me to discuss this shelter and 
the questions you have about individuals hanging out and they’re 
not supposed to, I’m happy to be another voice to support your 
group in doing that.


He also promised to speak to the sergeant leading the Central 
Precinct Neighborhood Response Team about the situation by 
the Navigation Center.



